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Varioiifi Oplole^ ExprMise^ bf Volodyalr 
GavryXovyeR SOKURERKO C 3 ‘ , Dean ©f 

l4«r, Uttiveraity of Lvov 

AECASSOWARY/aU from a Westera eltlzea, a PhD 
•Bgage<i la roaearch oa th© Soviet Uoloa 
(beveloaf ter , the eouroe), Who talhed with 
SOKURBHKO 


X. The eouroe first met SOKUREKKO at the Uoivereity of Lvov 
in X063 in the Ukraine, then he was in New York, fK>KURENKO 
teXephoned the eouroe on 29 Oeo«aber X966, and they met Xater 
the same day. IK)KURSHS0 toXd the source he was visiting the 
United States on a UNS800 sehoXarsbip, working oa a paper on the 
deveXopment of Ukrainian state Xaw in the period X870-X890, and 
doing research in the fleXd of human rights. He is particuXarXy 
interested in Ukrainian poXlticaX thought; i.g.» Drahomanov. 

The source and SOKURENKO discussed many topics of mutuaX Interest 
during a 9-heur visit in the source's hone. FoiXowing are some 
of the views expressed by SOKURENKO in repXy to questions on 
the various topics asked by the source. 


2. The Soviet Com titution . When Khrusbehev was head of 
the cmomission oh ihe Soviet Constitution » he changed directives 
frequently and didn't really know what be was doing. Ihirlng the 
latter part of his reign, Khrushchev opposed any further liber- 
alization in the econiray and was against increasing the rights 
of the Union Republics. The main iHroblem facing the sew commission 
is on Soviet economy. The groundwork for efficient and proper 
functioning of the economy must be established. This is why many 
legal dnd economic experts were put on the staff of the new 
commission. The present trend is toward further general liberal- 
ization in economic planning and more freedom for the republics 
in political and cultural spheres. Siaultaseously, the rights 
of eommunitieo and individuals will be increased. 


3. The Nationalities Policy . The present trend of general 
llberalizaliM is conducive to further changes in the nationalities 
policy. SHSLIsn' initiated a trend which might be referred to tm 
a new Skrypnykivshehy na « a new Ukrainization which now cannot be 
reversed . tc/6 eommehi’: Mykela SERYPNYK was a middle-of-tbe road 
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Ulcraliiiao Itoislieirllc of the 1920*8 who a<twoeato<l the goireroHeeat 
of the Okralaian SS2 be eowp^ed saro^mloaotljr of Ohraialaao . ) 

The pace of the present Okralelsatioa is each slower than It was 
in the 1920'Sf bat it is e<»ipensated bjr its durability and 
stability. SOKUBEIfKD said he didn*t want to see the Soviet 
natienalltiM i^blen solved the way the Tugeslavs tried to solve 
theirs » as Yugoslavia *s nationalities problen has not really 
been solved. Shrainiaiw seek soaethlng nore on the order of the 
**other people's denoeraoies." A group of Ukrainian lawyers 
eurrently is saking efforts to intreduoe a Ukrainian passport 
for Soviet i^ainians travelling abroad, in lieu of the all-union 
Soviet iMUMFert now in use, but it is Meessary to ^oeeed with 
oaution in this respeet. Ail»d how large the group of lawyers 
was, SOEUBSllKO said, "We are quite nuserous." SOK0RBISO said 
he and his lawyer-oolleagues also were asking efforts to introduce 
the Ukrainian language net only into all educational iastitutiens 
in the Ukraine but also into govermental and Juridical establish- 
aents. (To an earlier Source with whoa he spoke in Novftaber, 
SOKURSHKO Said that before the start of the 1995-1966 aeadeaie 
year there was a aeeting of the Lvov faculty and adainistratien 
to disetwi the quMtion of the language of ins true tion at the 
University and that the cmitoa at Lvov University now is to use 
Ukrainian in all leoturra, with certain 4neepti<»ts aade ter 
visiting professors froa other republioi and where the majority 
of studenbi is iMn-Ukrainian . In eases where a j^fessor on 
tenure does net know Ukrainian, he is now eapeetod to loam it 
within a certain length of time and lecture in that language.) 

Be aentioned one situation where high school stucUiats protested 
the vmm of ’Ukrainian in class, the toaeher told him be could 
attend n nearby Buswian school if he found Ukrainian difficult 
to understand. 

4. Agriculturo . During the discussion about the Soviet 

()eastituti^, aentioned that agriculture, sbieh reaaina 

a sad s ta ts j ^ j^oblea of great iaportanee in 

OGonoaic^ He said new aetheds were being aousdit to revive 

the initiative of the peasant. There was no question about the 
liquidation of the collective fara, which in ili|(tlf is a very 

gc^ thing, but the systen will have to be improved by new measures 
cf»iducive to n higher rate of production on the part of the fara 
workers. is a profmssional and an oeonomist, is 

bound to eemm up with some good ideas. 

5. LlliaMAiriSM . SOKUBIWKIO GiMmeated that it was net fair 
t ^_ c redit ''the course of liberalisation in Soviet economy to 
LOSSIHAH alone, because other eeoe<Mists wade even greater 




contrlbutlens . lo bis opinion , LIBBEIMAN knew b<^ to get all the 
credit not only for his own but plagiarized ideas as well. His 
name alone is lauded is the West beoause bis Jewish compatriots 
want to make him famous. 

Arrests end Trials of Ukrainian Intellectuals . Without 
specifying any' "tbl^ about the arrests of 
Ukrainian intellectuals in 1065 for publishing and disseminating 
anti«-Soviet literature, they were tried in 1066. Some were 
released following the trials, ethers were sentenced. They were 
sentenced under "a paragraph of the Criminal Code", so there was 
no question about the sentences from the legal standpoint. (C/0 
note: Ih^e sent to corrective labor eanpi were sentenced under 

Article 62 of the Criminal Code of the UkSSB which is the same 
as Article 70 of the RSFSR CC. In a conversation in lk>vember 
with another source in another American city, SOKURENKO was 
reluctant to discuss the arrest, quoting Peter I, who said that 
we simple, sinning folk have no business in these affairs. Let 
the people in high positions take care of tbime things. It*s 
better to sit still and low. "What can we do about it? We are 
not as yet in high places." To this earlier source SOKURENKO 
stated that thiMie tried in Lvov were tried by Chief Judge S. 

Ryndyk, Lvov Oblast Justice, a native of ZhytMiyr, and that 
SOKURENKO attended the first day of the trial.) SOKURENKO was 
not willing to comment on the purely humane and political aspect 
of the sentences. He felt, however, that the terms were not 
harsh. Soviet authorities do not apply harsh measures these 
days, resorting instead to measures of persuasion. As an example, 
SOKURENKO related a story about two Soviet Ukrainian students 
at the University of Lvov, a female and a male companion, who wrote 
and distributed to other etudente literature advocating an 
independent Ukraine. When apprehended, they were not punished. 
Ibeir transgreBSions were merely pointed out to them, and "We 
told them that if they hoped to ccmplete their studies and pursue 
their careers:, they had better diecontinue writing about an 
Independent Ukraine." 


a. There were etudent«>let demons tr at ions, as well as 
demonstrations by the general public during the trial is Lvov 
of UkrainiaiHS arrested for nationalist activities. In an effort 
on the part of the authorities to keep the turmoil from growing, 
none of the demonstrators was interrogaged or persecuted in any 
way. the current method of doaling with deviationlets is to use 
persuasion instead of punishment, so that any unrest not be 
exaecerbated . Ibere was a tendency on the part of the authorities 
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tp nial«lK6 tHa sigaificaoee of tbe trialii ia tho Ukraioe, la aa 
effort to bave tbe eveata forgot tea as sooa as possible. 

7 . TOaraiyt.aa Sofaools aa<l Publloatioas . Ibere are oaXy 
three or jfoitr desjjityj,eilcas for iferaiaiaas llvlag la Xasaleitstaa» 
aad there are ab tilralaiaa-laagaage aevspapers available ia tbe 
BSFSB. ftaeeatly, however, canplaiats al^at this sitaatioa have 
beea iaoreasiag, aad "this is good. It is also good that tbe 
enigratioa has raised the qu«itioa about Ckraialaa^laaguage 
publieatioiuB for mcralaiaas liviag la the BSFSR. the stroager 
the ccmplaiats ia tbe eolgratloa, tbe sooaer the situatloa will 
be rectified." 

8. the li^^Biaa Catholic ”0aiate" Cburcb . There are a© 
prospeet8'''ln ' sig^^^ 'for 'resterat'iba of tbe 'tM'iate Churob ia tbe 
bkraiae. there is ao room ia the Soviet Unioa tor tbe eoesisteoGe 
of two such woll-orgaaized^dlsagreelag forces as tbe X>arty sad 
tbe Catholic Chureb. 

9. Goaeral ^gyiato . ^KORSKBO said it was probable be 
would attea<r the fcarld Coagress of IH>litical Seioaoes ia Brussels. 

a. He expressed dlsappoiatoeat at the igaoraace be 

fouad in tbe United States about tbe Ukraiae. He said he frequently 
found it necessary to locate the Ukraine on a sap for university 
graduates, in order to carry on even a basic discussion with 
them about tbe Ukraine. 

b. There are no foreign students and no Afro-Asian 
students enrolled at tbe Lvov University law School. 


c n 

Acting Chief, SB/S/CA 
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